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Dear Chairman,
Distinguished Director-General,
Dear Colleagues,
[Alignment]

[bookmark: _GoBack]I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.
We stress the importance of innovation to find both medical and public health solutions for type II and III diseases as well as type I diseases, including NCDs that disproportionally affect developing countries.
We appreciate the overall program review accomplished by the panel of 18 experts and we support Executive Board decision EB 142(4). 
The European Union and its Member States continue to support the Global Strategy and Plan of Action on Public Health, Innovation and Intellectual Property that celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. The EU has been and remains a substantial financial contributor to its implementation. The GSPOA continues to provide an overarching framework to guide our work on public health, innovation and intellectual property. However, its implementation has been limited. We need progress in this regard. Prioritizing GSPOA actions is essential to move forward.
The EU and its Member States endorse the decision adopted by the Executive Board earlier this year and remain open to actively and constructively engage in further discussions on the recommendations of the review panel.
Thank you.

